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Partying ends a life by Col Kimble Stohry, pope afb nc
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ASHS II... a good tool for trained WSMs
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Joint Strike Fighter, X-35C: Lockheed Martin’s testing nears completion at Edwards Air
Force Base, Calif. Following 2 months of flight testing here, concept demonstrator will be
moving to Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md., for flight testing at sea level. Testing at
NAS Patuxent River will give evaluators a more accurate picture of the JSF’s carrier-suit-
ability performance. The JSF has made 20 sorties at Edwards to field test carrier land-
ings, expansion of the flight envelope, and initiating tanker-qualification trials.




Monthly Award Winners

Pilot Safety
Award of Distinction

Maij. Christopher W. Robinson
34th Fighter Squadron
388th Fighter Wing
Hill AFB, Utah

M aj. Christopher Robinson was the flight lead of

Bay flight, which were two F-16s launched as an
alert scramble in support of Operation NOBLE EAGLE.
Weather was overcast from 2,500 feet Mean Sea Level
(MSL) to 35,000 feet, with light rime icing from 8,000 to
18,000 feet. During the departure, his wingman’s Angle
of Attack (AOA) probes froze at the five-degree position,
which caused improper Leading Edge Flap (LEF) sched-
uling and decreased the aircraft’s slow speed perfor-
mance and departure resistance. After breaking out of
the weather above 35,000 feet, Bay 02 initiated a turn-
ing rejoin on Robinson. Bay 02’s jet performed poorly,
and his airspeed decreased below 150 knots indicated
airspeed. Bay 02 subsequently departed controlled flight
and entered a spiraling left turn as his airspeed decreased
to zero and AOA remained frozen at five degrees. Bay

02 selected idle power and released the controls. The air-
craft was incapable of self-recovery; due to the erroneous
AOA indications, the flight control computer did not ap-
ply anti-spin or stall recovery inputs. Passing 21,000 with
a 17,000 Feet Per Minute (FPM) descent rate, Bay 02 in-
formed Robinson that he had an emergency and may have
to eject. Robinson queried Bay 02 for flight parameters,
and assessed that his wingman had time to try one last
ditch attempt at a recovery before he reached the uncon-
trolled ejection altitude. Robinson directed Bay 02 to try
something new and go full forward stick and full after-
burner. This action recovered the aircraft from the deep
stall. Bay 02 bottomed out of the resulting dive at 3,800
feet MSL, never breaking out of the weather. The AOA
probes began to function normally again as Bay 02 climbed
back through the weather. Robinson directed a rejoin above
the weather, performed a battle damage check along with
ascertaining that all of Bay 02’s navigation, control, and
performance systems were operating correctly. Bay flight
then burned down fuel to permit a safe landing on a wet
runway. Post-flight analysis revealed that had Bay 02 de-
layed his recovery 10 more seconds, he would have im-
pacted the ground. Maj. Robinson’s quick actions and
direction prevented the loss of a valuable aircraft and the
possible loss of life.

Ground Safety
Award of Distinction

O n Oct. 18, 2001, SSgt. Myles McLemore and SrA.
Lillian Charlton displayed attention to detail while
abating a Hydrazine (H-70) hazard associated with the
Emergency Start System (ESS) on a U-2 aircraft prior
to an Operation ENDURING FREEDOM mission. Af-
ter performing routine ESS checkouts, Charlton heard
a loud pop from the direction of the H-70 tank in the
engine bay where she was working. She visually in-
spected the test equipment still connected to the aircraft
and found nothing unusual. She proceeded to the H-70
“sniffer” to verify the area was still safe, a habit condi-
tioned from repeated training on H-70 response actions.
The “sniffer” was in alarm mode. Charlton immediately
instructed personnel to evacuate the hangar and initi-
ated an H-70 response involving emergency response per-
sonnel. Donning her protective suit, Charlton began
configuring the aircraft “Hot Zone” for possible ESS ac-
tivation. McLemore arrived, he was briefed on the situ-
ation, and immediately took command as the Hydrazine
Response Team leader. Under extremely difficult con-
ditions, McLemore followed flow plans to the letter, fir-
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ing the ESS system to dissipate the hazard while main-
taining the integrity of the “Hot Zone” to prevent other
personnel being exposed to this highly toxic agent. He
then performed follow-up actions to ensure the area was
completely hazard-free before other personnel were allowed
to enter the area. Because of their quick and decisive ac-
tions, SSgt. McLemore and SrA. Charlton identified, con-
trolled, and removed a deadly hazard.

SSgt. Myles C. McLemore and SrA. Lillian K. Charlfon
9th Maintenance Squadron, 9th Reconnaissance Wing
Beale AFB, Calif.




Aircrew Safety
Award of Distinction

n Jan. 31, 2002, an HC-130P departed Moody

AFB, Ga., on alocal tactical sortie. Immediately
after takeoff, the right main landing gear indicator re-
mained in the down and locked position. The crew
waited 18 seconds, the approximate gear transit time
given by the Dash-1, before entering a holding pat-
tern at 2,000 feet. While holding, the loadmaster and
flight engineer visually inspected the landing gear and
confirmed that the forward right main gear was in the
down and locked position while the aft right main gear
had partially retracted. While troubleshooting the
problem, the crew was unable to correct the split con-
dition in the right main gear. The copilot radioed the
situation to the operations superintendent on duty and
asked him to call a Lockheed technical advisor for fur-
ther assistance. The crew reviewed the Dash-1 in
preparation for the applicable emergency procedures.
They first tried to free-fall the aft right main gear by
disengaging the gear drive. They then unsuccessfully
tried to manually hand-crank the gear down. As the
engineer and copilot discussed options, the navigator
again attempted to hand-crank the gear down. This
time, the gear began moving toward the down posi-
tion and was eventually lowered. The flight engineer
visually confirmed the right main gear down and
locked but also noticed scraping and rub marks on the

aft right main strut. The pilot, copilot, /
and engineer all agreed to restrain the aft AN
right main gear with a restraining collar

as a precautionary step. The pilot and navi- V

gator coordinated with air traffic control for F
permission to dump fuel to reduce weight. The pilot
then set up for a straight-in approach to the runway
at Moody and executed an uneventful landing. By pre-
cisely following technical order guidance and the ex-
pertise of outside resources, the crew were able to
return their aircraft home with minimal damage and
no injuries.

Capts. Ellis Garner, Wilfred Rodriguez, and Roark Endlich,
MSgt. Julian Johnson, TSgt. William Calkins {not pictured),
SrA. Brandon Schultz, 71st Rescue Squadron, 347th
Rescue Wing, Moody AFB, Ga.

Flightline Safety
Award of Distinction

W hile performing an hourly post-flight inspec-
tion on an F-15C, A1C. Joshua Gosney discov-

ered a horizontal stabilizer bushing wedged
underneath the right horizontal stabilizer control arm
or horn. He performed a stabilizer security check
ensuring all bushings and hardware were properly ac-
counted for and no further damage had resulted. In
the meantime, a visual inspection of the recovered
bushing revealed it had been crushed by the right sta-
bilizer horn. The stabilizer horn is responsible for

ACC is proud of our monthly safety honorees

.controlling the right

horizontal flight control
surface and could cause
the flight control surface
to jam in flight. A1C.
Gosney’s meticulous at-
tention to detail and re-
covery of this bushing
alleviated probable air-
craft pitch control sys-
tem failure due to
foreign object migration
and possibly prevented
loss of a pilot’s life.

AI1C. Joshua R. Gosney
60th Fighter Squadron
33rd Fighter Wing
Eglin AFB, Fla.
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Congratulations to all ACC winners
for a job well done!

ACC Flight Safety Award recognizes units that
flew the previous fiscal year without a command-
controlled Class A or B flight mishap.

ACC UNITS
2nd Bomb Wing, Barksdale AFB, La. 93rd Air Control Wing, Robins AFB, Ga.
5th Bomb Wing, Minot AFB, N.D. 388th Fighter Wing, Hill AFB, Utah
7th Bomb Wing, Dyess AFB, Texas 509th Bomb Wing, Whiteman AFB, Mo.
9th Reconnaissance Wing, Beale AFB, Calif. 552nd Air Control Wing, Tinker AFB, Okla.

85th Group, NAS Keflavik, Iceland

ACC-GAINED GUARD UNITS

102nd Fighter Wing, Otis ANGB, Mass. 142nd Fighter Wing, Portland IAF, Ore.
103rd Fighter Wing, East Grandby, Conn. 147th Fighter Wing, Houston, Texas
104th Fighter Wing, Barnes ANGB, Mass. 148th Fighter Wing, ANGB Duluth, Minn.
106th Rescue Wing, Westhampton, N.Y. 150th Fighter Wing, Kirtland AFB, N.M.
110th Fighter Wing, Battle Creek, Mich. 158th Fighter Wing, South Burlington, Vt.
111th Fighter Wing, Willow Grove ARS, Pa. 159th Fighter Wing, NAS-JRB, New Orleans, La.
113th Wing, Andrews AFB, Md. 169th Fighter Wing, Eastover, S.C.

114th Fighter Wing, Sioux Falls, S.D. 174th Fighter Wing, Syracuse, N.Y.

115th Fighter Wing, Truax Fld Madison, Wis. 175th Wing, Baltimore, Md.

116th Bomb Wing, Robins AFB, Ga. 177th Fighter Wing, Egg Harbor Twp, N.J.
119th Fighter Wing, Hecktor IAP Fargo, N.D. 180th Fighter Wing, Swanton, Ohio

120th Fighter Wing, Great Falls, Mont. 181st Fighter Wing, Terre Haute, Ind.
122nd Fighter Wing, Fort Wayne IAP, Ind. 183rd Fighter Wing, Springfield, Ill.

125th Fighter Wing, Jacksonville, Fla. 184th Bomb Wing, McConnell AFB, Kan.
127th Wing, Selfridge ANGB, Mich. 185th Fighter Wing, Sioux City, Iowa
129th Rescue Wing, Moffett, Calif. 187th Fighter Wing, Montgomery, Ala.
131st Fighter Wing, Lambert IAP Bridgeton, Mo. 188th Fighter Wing, Fort Smith, Ark.

138th Fighter Wing, Tulsa, Okla.

ACC-GAINED RESERVE UNITS

301st Fighter Wing, NAS-JRB, Fort Worth, Texas 917th Wing, Barksdale AFB, La.

419th Fighter Wing, Hill AFB, Utah 920th Rescue Group, Patrick AFB, Fla.

442nd Fighter Wing, Whiteman AFB, Mo. 926th Fighter Wing, NAS-JRB, New Orleans, La.
482nd Fighter Wing, Homestead ARB, Fla. 939th Rescue Wing, Portland IAP, Ore.

513th Air Control Group, Tinker AFB, Okla.
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"ACC wins the...

SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE AWARD
This is the highest safety award of the Air Force. It recognizes the MAJCOM,
DRU, or FOA with the most effective overall safety program.

COLONEL WILL L. TUBBS MEMORIAL

AWARD FOR GROUND SAFETY

This award recognizes the most effective MAJCOM, DRU, or
FOA ground safety program.

AIR FORCE AERO CLUB SAFETY CERTIFICATE
Promotes aviation safety and awards the Air Force Aero Clubs for flight safety
achievements.

Barksdale AFB, La.

Beale AFB, Calif.

AIR FORCE NUCLEAR SURETY PLAGQUE
Recognizes organizations below MAJCOM and FOA level for outstanding
achievements or contributions to the AF nuclear weapon system and nuclear

power system programs. " o
4th Fighter Wing, Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C.

4

AIR FORCE NUCLEAR SURETY OUTSTANDING

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD REN
Recognizes an individual who has significantly contributed to nuclear surety. 19y
SMSgt. Ronald H. Dryburgh, Jr. iy
2nd Bomb Wing, Barksdale AFB, La. ’
AIR FORCE FLIGHT SAFETY PLAQUE PO
Recognizes organizations below Numbered Air Force level for outstanding =
mishap prevention. M»
55th Wing, Offutt AFB, Neb. Sy
AIR FORCE MISSILE SAFETY PLAQUE

Recognizes organizations below MAJCOM and FOA level for outstanding ‘ﬁ,
achievement and contribution to missile safety. g Vo,
33rd Fighter Wing, Eglin AFB, Fla. &

AIR FORCE EXPLOSIVES SAFETY PLAQUE
Recognizes organizations below MAJCOM, DRU, and FOA level
for outstanding achievement in, or contribution to, explosives safety.
9th Munitions Squadron, Beale AFB, Calif.

33rd Fighter Wing, Eglin AFB, Fla.

366th Wing, Mt. Home AFB, Idaho
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Critical Days
of Summer

By ACC/SEG, Langley AFB, Va.

W e are about to enter the Air Force’s 2002 “101 Critical Days of

Summer” campaign. It begins on Memorial Day and ends on

Labor Day. This time frame is referred to as the “Critical Days”
because of the substantial increase in off-duty mishaps experienced during
this period. Traditionally, Air Combat Command’s (ACC’s) numbers are
higher during these “101 Days” because of the additional travel associated
with vacationing and the increased participation in recreational events.
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Are you ready to ride?
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[adg to Ride?

‘[&

ep, those fabled “101 Critical Days

of Summer” are sneaking up on us

again. With the mild winters and
mostly dry spring weather, a good deal of mo-
torcyclists here in California ride year round.
Even so, the summer brings with it a whole
new realm of safety issues to tackle.

If you haven’t already done so, it would
be a good time to give the bike a checkup
to make sure it is in safe operating condi-
tion. It’s not fun to be stranded on a sce-
nic, sparsely traveled road because of a
mechanical problem. The obvious items
can be checked without exhausting a great
amount of time or expense. Lights, includ-
ing turn indicators, should be working
properly to allow other road users a chance
to see you and understand your intentions
for changing directions. We definitely want
that tailgater to know when we are stop-
ping, don’t we?

In addition, tires and wheels should be
checked for damage or excessive wear. Some
roads can eat up tires usually before their
normal service life if you are riding in extreme
heat conditions. That is why you see all those
Road Alligators (separated tire treads) along
the freeways. Don’t wait until your tread
wear indicators tell you to buy new tires; pro-
crastination can be deadly.

Check your Motorcycle Owner’s Manual
or MOM for specifications on other vari-
ous items. Of course adequate fluid levels
are a must. Fuel, battery electrolyte, oil,
and — if you have a water-cooled engine
— coolant levels need to be maintained.
These need to be checked more frequently
as the temperatures rise. Don’t forget the

brakes, clutch, and throttle for proper op-
eration and lubrication. Look at the over-
all condition and make sure all hardware
is in place and secured.

So much for the bike, what about the op-
erator? As with any ride, at any time, men-
tal preparation is vital. Staying mentally
alert means avoiding alcohol and drugs —
neither mixes with a motorcycle to produce
safe operation. If you've had one too many
the night before you ride, on the day of your
ride your mental and physical state can still
be altered by the resulting dehydration (i.e.,
hangover). Enough said. Don’t do it! What
you do need to do is plan your ride and know
where your scheduled stops will be made.
Riding alone may not be the best way to go if
you're out for a considerable length of time
on back roads. If this is unavoidable, let
someone know what your route will be and
when you expect to arrive at your destina-
tion.

Know what to wear while riding. This in-
cludes a Department of Transportation or
equivalent approved helmet, impact-resistant
eye protection, brightly colored long-sleeved
shirt or jacket, full-fingered gloves, long
pants, and sturdy footwear (preferably with
over-the-ankle protection). Properly fitted
clothing should make the ride more comfort-
able. Long sleeves and pants keep the sun
from scorching your skin, which is hard to
notice because of all the wind you experience
as you are riding. Brightly colored clothing
will also help protect your skin by deflecting
the sun’s rays and reducing their effects.
Long sleeves and pants will also reduce the
severity of injury in the event of a mishap.

May 2002
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Climbing

Check

he weather is nice again
and the local crags are call-
ing your name. You've
spent all winter in the gym honing
your skills, and now you’re ready
to test yourself on real rock —
you’ve had enough plastic rock wall
climbing practice! However, let’s
not forget climbing is a dangerous
sport, so safety is very important
to your survival. Here are the 1-2-
3 rules that might save a life —
YOURS!

1. Check and double-check your
tie-in knot (leave a minimum 6-
inch tail and tie off the loose end).

2. Check and double-check that
your harness is buckled properly
with the webbing doubled back and
there is at least a 3-inch tail.

3. Check that the rope passes
through both the leg loops and the
waist belt of your harness.

Check points 1, 2, and 3 on your
partner.

Here are some other pointers to
consider as well. Once tied into the
rope, NEVER untie until you are
absolutely safe. When climbing, be
careful not to dislodge loose rock.
It is also important to not assume
a flake is solid just because it is on
an established climb. Be especially
careful at the top of routes and do
not relax your vigilance once you
reach the top. Equally important
is not standing around the base of
the cliff if you are not belaying.
This will limit your chances of be-
ing hit on the head.

Consider wearing a climbing
helmet on routes with lots of traf-
fic and loose rock. Do not drink
and climb (or drink and belay).

May 2002

Know how you will get down be-
fore you start up. Check the
weather forecast before leaving for
the rocks because lightning is no
fun on a ledge 100 feet off the deck!

Finally, know your limits! A
5.10 in the gym is not the same as
a 5.10 on the rock. To learn the
difference, take a climbing class. A
class will also teach you how to tie
knots and place equipment. Know
the history of your gear, especially
your rope. Do not borrow gear un-
less you know it is safe — CHECK
IT OUT. It also really helps to know
some basic first aid. It is very im-
portant that you tell someone
where you will be and when you
will be back. Bottom line: be re-
sponsible for your own safety and
look out for everyone else’s safety
too.

HAZARDS ARE REAL. Below
is a synopsis of a mishap that oc-
curred during the 3rd week of our
101 Critical Days Campaign in
2001.

An active duty staff sergeant
from a northern tier base fell 30
feet from a cliff while rock climb-
ing. He was air-evacuated to a re-
gional hospital and sustained what
could be a lifetime of hurt and pain
as he reportedly suffered a frac-
tured neck and back.

While individuals with these
kinds of injuries sometimes re-
cover, they will always have life-
long aggravating reminders of a
recreational activity that did not
go well. Rock climbing has be-
come a sport that requires only
one slip and as the saying goes:
“the rest is history.”
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Mishap Statistics

FY02 Aircraft As of April 1, 2002

Class A

Fatality
8 AF A&
9 AF ;;;j
1247 b 4++
AWFC Adh+ -+
ANG (ACC-gained) .L
AFRC (ACC-gained)

FY02 Ground As of April 1, 2002

Class A Class B Class C

it 2 2 61
11 0 2 50

i 0 0 94
i 0 0 14

FYO02 Weapons As of April 1, 2002

Aircraft Notes

Congratulations on another Class A mishap-free
month! Again, after a dismal start to the year we
have been able to keep more assets flying and doing
the mission. Operations have not slowed down and,
in some cases, have increased. A tremendous thanks
to all the maintenance professionals that keep the
aircraft flying and to the aviators that keep bringing
them back. However, we almost had a repeat of
January’s tragic midair collision between a FAC and
fighter aircraft. Luckily, this time both jets made it
home with minor damage valued in the Class C range.
Vigilance must be maintained during all phases of
flight and we must learn from mistakes made in the
past to prevent future mishaps.

Ground Notes

ACC experienced two Class A fatal mishaps
and a Class A permanent total disability during
the month of March. This brings the total Class
A mishaps to 14 just halfway through the fiscal
year. Last year, we had eight Class A mishaps at
the halfway point and 16 for the year. Speed,
lack of seat belt use, alcohol, and fatigue con-
tinue to be contributing factors.

Weapons Notes

Thankfully, no significant mishap events have
S, qesy occurred forythis last reporting period. An over-
0 0 all analysis of all mishaps to date shows that there
have been the same number of personnel, equip-
0 0 ment, and unknown causes. While the causes
are even at this point, emphasis should remain
0 0 on preventing personnel errors. Traditionally, they
have contributed to 98 percent of all events.
0 1
Symbols for Mishap Aircraft
Class A - Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage $1,000,000 or more + A *‘
Class B - Permanent Partial Disability, Property Damage between $200,000 and $1,000,000 - X X

Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20,000 and $200,000
* Non-rate Producing

+ 4 «

RQ-1 QF-4 HH-60
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